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Abstract

For a class of college freshmen with different learning backgrounds, varying English proficiency
levels, and general anxiety about learning grammar, it is a big challenge to improve their motivation
and learning effectiveness. The teacher-researcher designed an innovative grammar flipped class for
self-learning, peer learning, and hands-on learning. She then conducted action research to investigate
its effectiveness and ways to improve it, hoping to practice her belief in teaching students
competencies to take away. The self-learning tasks included watching the teacher's instructional
videos, reading the textbook grammar charts and articles, completing textbook exercises, and
checking answers. The peer learning tasks included taking group quizzes, reviewing quizzes, and
after-class tutorials by a teaching assistant. The hands-on learning tasks included giving quizzes in
groups, correcting quizzes, and leading quiz reviews on stage. This teaching experiment lasted for
one academic year, during which the researcher collected data through documents, questionnaires,
classroom observations, and focus group interviews. The data were analyzed through descriptive
statistics and qualitative narratives. The research findings showed that the students were highly
satisfied with the various tasks and their learning effectiveness via the midterm formative and final
summative evaluations at the end of each semester. The strength, success, and significance of this
flipped class lie in the different learning outcomes that students gained from it. For example, students
are motivated to learn, grammar learning is effective, and peer learning is enhanced. However, the
challenges encountered by the teacher and students were the students’ inability to adapt to the flipped
class and their lack of confidence, which also led to less effective self-learning than expected. To
increase the students' motivation for self-learning and to reduce the “brain burn” stress in peer
learning and hands-on learning tasks, the Kahoot game was introduced as an alternative to group
quizzes. It turned out that the students were also satisfied with the learning effectiveness of the game.
After a one-year experiment of the flipped class, the number of students who were not comfortable
with self-learning gradually decreased; students who were not confident enough worked through and
became accustomed to peer learning while avoiding becoming "unwanted teammates." The findings
suggest that grammar is by nature a subject suitable for flipped instruction and that students can
communicate and apply their knowledge of English grammar through self-learning, peer learning,
and hands-on learning. Therefore, the question of how to empower teachers to become effective
learning facilitators or advisors turns out to be critical.

Descriptors: English grammar instruction, flipped class, action research
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1-3 The Perfect Tenses

Form: have + past participle
Meaning: The perfect tenses all give the idea that one thing happens before another time or event.

Present Perfect (a) Tom has already eaten. Tom finished eating sometime before now.

The exact time is not important.
= |
U
(time?)

now

Past Perfect (b) Tom had already eaten when his First Tom finished eating. Later his friend
o friend arrived. arrived, Tom's eating was completely
g E finished before another time in the past.
—H—N—
Future Perfect (c) Tom will already have eaten when First Tom will finish eating. Later his friend
v his friend arrives. will arrive. Tom'’s eating will be completely
g finished before another time in the future.
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“For me, it's a success because since I took flipped class course, my grammar
ability [have] a little improved, and | could understand [grammar] what the
teacher said.” -
“Personally I'm OK with self-learning. I like the idea of having students create
tests for others. It made me realize[d] how bad I was in English grammar.”
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“It doesn’t work much for me. I prefer the traditional way of teaching.”
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6. 2% 4 L (Recommendations and Reflections)
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